THE HISTORY OF ART

fc::?.'__

Photo by Chaunounerr

This is the famous Laocoon group which Michelangelo
considered the greatest piece of sculpture that had
ever been done. We can agree with him that it is a
powerful and splendid work and that it must have
taken a great deal of skill to make it. But we who,
unlike Michelangelo, have seen the sculptures of the

Parthenon and other works of the best period of
Greek art, cannot agree with Mm that it is the great-
est piece of sculpture ever made. "We miss the re-
straint, the simplicity, aad the aloof, godlike quality'
of the sculpture of Phidias and his period; and we
miss the grace of the statues by Praxiteles,